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Anguish Brings Compassion For Others

For Amber, With Love

by E.N. MATHEWS

This is the story of Amber

Amber, the daughter of River
Road resident Patti Shiewing
died in 1980 at four years old. the
victim of a cancérous tumor
Since bher daughter's death,
Stiewing has been dedicating
much of her life 1o educating the
public about the dangers of
cancer Among the projects she
s currently working on are a
book chronicling her expenences
with her daughter, an attempt to
gain recognition on the Phil
Donahue show, and trymng to
oiganize a world-wide con-
ference on cancer

The story of Amber begins in
February, 1976, when she was
born The perfectly healthy chiid
was so extrtaordinanty beautitul
that her mother wanted her to do
some modeling

But when Amber was about
thyee and a halt years old. her
mother discovered a lump n
back of her daughter's nght eat
“t took her to many doctors. but
they wouldn't biopsy it sad
Stieweng referring to a pros edure
i which doctors examine a prece
of tissue =

Soon the growth was expan
ding to half the size of my fist
according to Swiewing The
tumor’s size doubled withun two
weeks after Amber fell and hat
hrer head on the fireplace

The tumor was semoved in
yale-New Haven Mospital when
Amber turned four

The Shelton resident admuts
she “doesn’t have much faith in
the medial profession” Stiew-
ing was not convinced of the
value of chemotherapy and
radrology. the two conventional
treatments for cancer Thes led to
a fousney that spanned freeport,

n the Bahamas, to Montreal,
Canada, m an attempt to find
help for Amber

But after many treatments fail
ed, Sttewing finally had to make
the decision to let her daughter
die  This decsion, she said,
wasn't a ditficult one to make
because of the profound in-
fluence of CGod on her ex-
penences “‘Duning the whole ex
penence, | bistened to God,” she
said "He made the decisions and
directed me | just carned out his
decisions--1 didn't have to do
anything ~

Stiewing recounted her feel
ings when Amber died “When
Amber stopped breathing’” she
sard, | had a teeling of warmth
and peace and love throughout
my whole body, from my toes to
the ends of my hair | realized
that Cod had come to take her
back

Since no doctor would come
to their house to take Amber,
Stiewing put her body into the
back of a station wagon and
brought it to the hospital Before
she took the body out of the car,
Stiewng snapped a picture of her
body. which 1s the final photo in
a portfohio Stiewmg has compl
ed

Amber was cremated, and her
ashes were scattered over Long
tstand Sound

After Amber's death. Stiewing
plunged heiself completely into
her work On june 26 she com
pleted a book about Amber's hife.
which intertwines Stiewing’s pet
sonal recollections, conversa
tions she had with her daughter,
recordings that were made dur-
ing Amber's bife, and a journal
Strewing kept

The book's subject matter is
currently bemng perused by 18 dif

ferent publishers

Stiewing also became involved
with Compassionate Friends n
Hamden, a support group made
up of married and single parents
who have lost children She
began Patient Compamon Group
in the Bahamas, which, through a
newsletter, informed people of
the various facilities available in
the Bahamas

The Shelton resident has also
quened Phil Donahue about the
possibility of appearing on his
television program to discuss her
experences

But the highest goal she has
set for herself 1s the organization
of a worldwide cancer con-
ference, which would convene
experts in the field of cancer
research for the purpose of ex-
changing information on cancer
and informing the public “The
answer may be a combination of
therapies, not just one.” Stiewing
sard

She s not convinced that doc
tors are doing all they can to cure
cancer  “It's my belief that
they re not in too big of a hurry
to cure st {cancer),” Stiewing said
“There's a lot of money to be
made out of it If another cure
was {ound. what would happen
to all the chemotherapists and
radiologists? What would they do
with all that radiology equip-
ment?’

To binng cancer research to the
forefront of world concern,
Stiewing 15 considering taking
some extraordinary steps “l've
thought of camping out on the
White House steps,” she said
Another possible avenue she has
considered pursuing 1s taking one
of the pictures of her daughter
when the tumor 1s at its height,
and blowing 1t up into a poster to

Patti Stiewing of 740 River Road relaxes with her second child Toby
at her home Tuesday. Subutban News photo by Bl Treloar

send to ‘some key people,” she
sand

She does not believe that this
is exploitation of her daughter
“Amber knew what her purpose
in life was Her spinit is pure and
good and untouched Her body
was just a contamer,” Stiewing
sad

Stiewing thinks that the public
is ready for her controversial
book “People have to face reah
ty, she said “"They have to be
shocked and grossed out Cancer
is a living, eating, breathing
monstec that hiterally eats you

alive

Amber still plays a major in
fluence on her mothers hte
“When she died, | felt that she
was dispersed into everyone in
the world,”" Stiewing said
“Sometimes | hear her talking to
me 1t s not me talking to myselt
but Amber talking to me She's
here with me.” Stiewing sad

She recalled an incident when
Amber said to het  You know
Mom, love 1s wiping someone’s
tears away * Patti Stiewing 15 try
ng to spread some ol that tove




