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Amber's illness and instead sent them
heme with the advice not to worry.

Ms. Calistro, 27, a Milford resident,
sald she believes that If the disease had
been diagnosed earlier, the cancer affect
ing her only child would not have spread
as much throughout her body.

The child's problem was first noticed
in September when Ms. Calistro found a
lump behind the girl's right ear,

"My first Instincts were that It was
cancer,” she sald,

She took the girl to a naturopath —
someone who uses nutrition to treat fiI-
nesses — and he sald the lump was a
calcium deposit and to come back In six
or seven months. '

Still uneasy, Ms. Calistro took Amber
to 2 medical doctor who was concerned,
and referred her to a pediatrician In
Hartford. That doctor, she says, sent her
home saylng the child “looks perfectly
healthy.” ’

In the next several months, Amber
went back and forth between doctors and
X-ray sessions and the new dlagnosis was
that skie had a “normal variation of bone
growth,.”

The lump, however, was still growing
and after several revisits to doctors,
Amber was scheduled to have the lump
removed In an upstate hospital. The sur-
gery was cancelled twice because she
came down with the fly.

It wasn't until March that Amber was
finally ‘taken to Yale-New Haven Hospl-
tal where doctors operated on her and
discovered that the lump was cancerous.

Subsiequent tests revealed that the
tumor — which began as muscle cancer
— had eroded through the bone into her
brain aind cancer cells were found in her
spine, iccording to Ms. Calistro.

Do tors, she said, give the little girl a

30-50 c:hance of surviving a year and a 25
percemt chance of surviving five years.

A program of radiation therapy In
combi,nation with chemotherapy was pre-

scribed, and two weeks ago Amber had
her first three radiation treatments.

Over the objections of the child's
pediatrician, Ms. Calistro last week
temporarily halted the radiation treat.
ments while she researched other treat.
ments.

Because the radiation treatments are
directed toward the girl's spine, Ms.
Callistro sald, the girl could be left with a
shortened trunk, if she survives the ill-
ness.

Although she has agreed since to
begin the radlation treatments again, Ms.
Calistro has Indefinitely put off the start
of chemotherapy.

“We explained (to the doctor) that we
were desperately searching for alterna-
tive methods,” she sald,

One of those alternate methods In-
volves the use of herbs, and Ms, Calistro
sald, she will he talking about that later
this week to a metabolic therapist who
also practices acupuncture,

“We were afraid that they (doctors)
might think their way is the best even
though they can't prove it 13, she said.



Four-ynr—old "Amber Callstro, a victim of cancer, with her mother,

Patricia, and a friend of the family, Gary Stiewing.
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Milford mother ponders
cancer therapy for child

By JUDI DOHERTY
Staff Reporter

For Patricia Calistro, the past couple
of weeks have been a frantic race against
time.

Her 4-year-old daughter, Amber, has,
_cancer and Ms. Calistro has been desper-
ately wading through all current -theories
and therapies regarding the disease to
find the best puassible treatment for her
little girl.

The myriad possibilities, ranging from
conventiona] radiation and chemotherapy
to the controversial use of Laetrile, are
often contradictory, and have left Ms.
Calistro confused and terribly afraid of
making the wrong decision.

She’'s been reading, questioning and
interviewing numerous people in the
field, many of whom deal in non-conven-
tional treatments, and is studying and
considering any and all possibilities.

To do otherwise, she said, would leave -

her “plagued with doubt forever.”

Among her contacts have been the
parents of Chad Green, a 3-year-old boy

- who died of leukemia in Mexico last year

after his family left their Massachusetts
home in order to treat him with Laetrile.

A Massachusetts court had ordered
Gerald and Diana Green to stop giving
the boy Laetrile and treat him with
conventional chemotherapy. The Greens

fled to Mexico instead where they gave
liim Laetrile. He died in October, 1979.

Time is of the essence for Ms. Calistro
because, she said, she, too, has to decide
soon whether to begin chemotherapy pre-
scribed by doctors at Yale-New Haven
Hospital. ~

She has already decided, at least for
the time being, to begin giving her
daughter Laetrile, which she obtains
through a Massachusetts biologist who
uses “metabolic therapy” to treat cancer,
and to put her on a special vegetarnian
diet that includes the use of vitamins,
minerals and enzymes.

Ms. Calistro said she hopes to decide
later this week whether to begin addi-
tionally with the chemotherapy pre-

scribed at Yale-New Haven Hospital.

Working with Ms. Calistro in the
search for alternate treatments are her
friend, Gary Stiewing, and her ex-hus-
band, Michael Calistro of Milford.

Although the doctors at Yale-New
Haven Hospital were ultimately the ones
who diagnosed Amber’s cancer, Ms.
Calistro’'s confidence in conventional
medicine bas been eroded in recent
months.

The reason, she said, is that several
physicians in other parts of the state
failed to determine the serious nature of
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